®omozpadusi Ha Xpucmo bomeB om 1876 2. u Hezo0Busm nognuc (Hauuonasxa Gubauomeka

,CB. cB. Kupur u Memoguti” — bbazapcku ucmopuuecku apxuB, coupka ,Mopmpemu u ciumku”, C 1 1022).

DoH: npeBzemaHemo om bomeBama uema Ha napaxoga ,Pageuku”, nowencka kapmuuka
(HBKM-BUWA, C I 15912).

Hristo Botev’s photograph from 1876 and his signature (St. St. Cyril and Methodius National Library,
Bulgarian Historical Archive, Portraits and Photographs collection, C | 1022).

Background: the seizure of the Radetzki steamship by Botev’s detachment, postcard
(NBKM-BHA, C 1 15912).
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Xpucmo bomeB e Gbazapcku HauuoHareH 2epol, 0be3cmMbpmuA UMEMO
U geaomo cu ¢ nepo u cabs. Pogen e Ha 6 siHyapu 1848 2. (25.XI11.1847 .
no cmap cmua) 6 Karodep 8 cemelicmBomo Ha gackar bombo u VBanka
Memkobu — nbpBomo om geBem geua. 3aBbpwba karopepckomo yuuauwe
u cbC cmuneHgusi om pyckomo npaBumeacmBo samunaba ga yuu 6 Ogeca.
3a cBobogomucauemo cu e uskaouen u cmaBa yuumena B8 c. 3agyHaebBka,
becapabusi. [Mo-kbcHo 3amunaba 3a Baawko, kbgemo nuwe cmuxoBe,
cmamuu u ¢deliremoHu, npeBekga, yuacmBa B meampaaru npegcmabaenusi,
pabomu kamo caoBocracamen u yuumea, cnucBa Becmuuuu (,Ayma Ha
Gbreapckume emuepanmu”, ,byguaHuk” ,3name”, ,HoBa bbarcapusi”, cbmpyg-
Huuu Ha ,CBoboga” u ,Heszabucumocm®). >KuBombm my e Huz om
npemexkgusi U usnumadusi, koumo 20 cpewam c peguua BugHU AuYHOCMU
om 0Oopbume 3a HauUOHAaAHO U couuaaHo ocBobokgeHue om Bmopama
noroBuHa Ha XIX Bek.

Caeg cmbpmma Ha AeBcku ce BkaouBa B pabomama Ha bbacapckust
peBoaiouuoreH ueHmpaseH komumem. Kozamo usdyxBa Anpuackomo Bbcma-
Hue, opeaHusupa u ozraBsBa yema 6 nomow, Ha BbcmaHuuume, kosimo ce
kauBa om TiopzeBo Ha aBcmputickust kopab ,Pageuku” u Ha 17 mal (no cmap
cmua) cauza Ha Kosprogytickust ©psie. Uemama He cpewa ouyakBaHama nogkpe-
na u Bogetku mpygHu 6umku, ce omnpabs kem Cmapa naaHuna. Ha 2 ioHu
(20 mat no cmap cmua) 1876 2. caeg mexkbk 6ol kypwym npoHusBa 28-zo-
guwHus BotbBoga.

Lisromo my mBopuecmBo Ha noem, nybauuucm, >kypHaaucm, npeBo-
gau, aumepamyper kpumuk, peBoalouuorep u mucaumen e nocBemeHo Ha
eguH ugear — Oopba u camokepmBa 6 umemo Ha cBobogama — gyxoBHa,
couuanHa u noaumuuecka, u e Bpbx B Obreapckama Aumepamypa. 3amoBa,
a u 3awomo kpamkusm my »kuBom e HeskomnpomucHo BbnAbweHue Ha Mo3u
ugear, mol ce npeBpbwa B HauuoHareH cumBoA u e cpeg Hal-maueHume
GbAreapcku HauuoHaAHU 2epou.

Xpucmo bomeB e uzobpaser Ha Obaeapcku Bb3nomeHameaHu moHemu u
6aHkHoma. Ha Hezo ca nocBemenu Hag 120 namemHuuu 6 BbAeapus u no
uenusi cBsim — om ApikeHmuHa, npe3 Mpanuusi u ABcmpusi, go Typuus,
PymbHusg u Pycusi. A umemo my Hocsam HaceaeHu mecma u Bbpxobe, yAauuu
u OyaeBapgu, yuuAuwa U YumMaAuw@ U3 ugAama cmpasa.

Hristo Botev is a Bulgarian national hero immortalising his name and
deed with a pen and a sword. Born on 6 January 1848 (25 December 1847,
Old Style) in Kalofer, he was the first of nine children born to Botyo Petkov
and his wife Ivanka. He graduated from the Kalofer School and went to study
in Odessa with a scholarship from the Russian government. For his freedom
of thought, he was expelled from school and became a teacher in the village
of Zadunaevka, Bessarabia. Later he went to Wallachia, where he wrote
poems, articles and satirics, translated, participated in theatrical
performances, worked as a typographer and teacher, wrote newspapers
(Duma na Bulgarskite Emigranti, Budilnik, Zname, Nova Bulgaria), collaborates with
the Svoboda and Nezavisimost newspapers. His life was a string of tribulations
and trials that met him with a number of prominent figures from the struggles
for national and social liberation in the second half of the 19th century.

After Vassil Levski's death, he became involved in the work of the
Bulgarian Revolutionary Central Committee. And when the April Uprising
broke out, he organised and headed a detachment in support of the
insurgents, embarking with it from Giurgiu on the Austrian Radetzki
steamship and landing on the Kozloduy coast on 17 May (Old Style). The
detachment did not meet the expected support, and fighting hard, headed
to the Balkan Mountains. On 2 June (20 May, Old Style) 1876, after a heavy
fight, a single bullet pierced the 28-year-old voivode’s heart.

His entire work as a poet, publicist, journalist, translator, literary critic,
revolutionary and thinker is dedicated to an ideal — the struggle and sacrifice
for the sake of freedom - spiritual, social and political — representing a
pinnacle in the Bulgarian literature. Therefore, and because his life was an
uncompromising embodiment of this ideal, he became a national symbol,
and is among the most respected Bulgarian national heroes.

Hristo Botev is depicted on Bulgarian commemorative coins and a
banknote. More than 120 monuments are dedicated to him in Bulgaria and
around the world: from Argentina, France and Austria to Turkey, Romania
and Russia. And his name is borne by settlements and peaks, streets and
boulevards, schools and community centres all over the country.



