Dakcumure om nucmo Ha uap Karosin go nana Vinokenmud IIl. Aemadabm cbgbpka dpopmysama
,Kanosit, uap Ha Gbaeapu u Baacu”. OpueuHaabm ce cbxpaHsiBa 8 Cekpemuusi apxuB na Bamukana

®on: kapma Ha bankanckusi noayocmpoB ¢ epaHuuume Ha Bbaeapusi, BkalouumearHo mepumopuan-
HOMO U paswupeHue npu ynpabaeHuemo Ha uap KaaosiH.

A facsimile from Kaloyan'’s letter to Pope Innocent Il containing the formula ‘Kaloyan,
Tsar of Bulgarians and Vlachs’. The original is stored in the Vatican Secret Archive.

Background: a map of the Balkan Peninsula with the borders of Bulgaria, including its territorial
expansion under Kaloyan’s reign.
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Moan (ok. 1168-1207) om guHacmusima Ha AceHeBuume, ocmaHan 6
ucmopusima kamo KanrosiH (umemo my, osHauaBawo Xy6abusi Moan, kakmo u
Hsskou u3Bopu HamekBam 3a Bucokusi my pbcm u usuuecka kpacoma), e
Obrcapcku Baagemea om Bmopomo Gbacapcko uapecmBo, cneueaun Bcuuku cBou
noaumuyecku, gunromamuuecku u BoeHHu Gumku, npu yuemo uapyBaHe bbaza-
pusi ce npeBpbwa 8 mozbwa eBponeticka gbprkaBa.

3a nbpBu nbm umemo my ce cnomenaBa 66 Bpbska ¢ nognucBaremo Ha
NoBewkust mup npe3 1187 2., no cuanama Ha kotimo mot npekapba gbe 2oguHu
kamo 3anoxkHuk 6 KoHcmanmuHonoa, Ho ycnsiBa ga usbsiea. Koeamo ce 3aBpb-
wa, uap AceH, a caeg HezoBomo ybuticmbo u HacregHukbm my uap Membp 20
HasHauabam 3a ,nomowpuk 6 gbpkaBrHume gena“. Koeamo u lNembp cmaba
*kepmBa Ha 3ae0Bop, KanosiH usnpeBapBawo omcmpansiba 3azoBopHuuume u
npe3 1198 2. e koponsican 3a uap.

C mbbpga pvka mot nomywabBa 6yHmoBeme Ha Goasipume u ymBbprkga-
Ba uapckama Baacm. C muokecmBomo BogeHu om Hezo ycnewHu Gumku u
mekgyHapogHu gozobopu  KanosiH usBotoBa mexkgyHapogHo npusHabare Ha
Bb3oOHOBeHama Obrzapcka gbprkaBa u obeguHsBa nog ckunmbpa cu zemume,
HaceAeHu ¢ Obacapu. BbHwHama my noaumuka 20 npeBpbwa 8 Hal-ycnewHus
Obacapcku Bragemen npes CpegrobekoBuemo, a geticmBusima my 20 xapakme-
pusupam kamo cuAHa AuuHoCcm, omaudeH nbakoBogeu, u uskaouumeneH gunao-
mam u gbpkaBruk. Tod ykpenBa eparuuume Ha Bbacapusi u si npeBpbwa 8
3Hauuma cuna B eBponelckusi Vsmok. TMpe3 1204 2. caeg npogbikumenru
npezoBopu Kanrosin ckaouBa cbioz ¢ nanama, kopowsican e 3a kpaa u Bbacapcka-
ma nampuapwust e BbscmaHoBera, koemo npugaba 2oasima mexkecm Ha GbAzap-
ckus Baagemen B usiaa EBpona. PasdbuBaHemo npes 1205 2. kpat OgpuH Ha
kpbcmorocuume om YemBbpmust kpbcmonocen noxog u Bzemaremo 8 naex Ha
Aamunckust umnepamop baagyuH | DaaHgbpcku ca anoeesim Ha Hez060mo
ynpabaerue.

Makap u cypoB kem BpazoBeme, KarosH ce omauuaBa cbc 3aBugHa
cnpabegauBocm cnpsimo cBost Hapog u 66 Besiko cBoe geticmBue ce pbkoBogu
om uHmepeca Ha gbpkabama, kamo He gonycka uykgo BmewameacmBo 6
noaumukama u ynpabaeHuemo cu. OcmabBa 6 ucmopusima kamo eguH om
Beaukume Baagemeau u ,gunaomama Ha Bmopomo Gbazapcko uapcmBo”.

John (c. 1168-1207) of the Asen dynasty, who remained in history as
Kaloyan (his name meaning John the Handsome, with some historical sources
also suggesting his tall stature and physical beauty), was a Bulgarian ruler of
the Second Bulgarian Kingdom who won all his political, diplomatic and
military battles. During Kaloyan’s reign, Bulgaria became a powerful European
state.

His name was first mentioned in connection with the signing of the
Lovech Peace Treaty in 1187 by virtue of which he spent two years as a
hostage in Constantinople, but managed to escape. After his return, Tsar Asen
and after his assassination, his successor Tsar Peter designated Kaloyan ‘to
assist him in state affairs’. When Peter also fell victim to a conspiracy,
Kaloyan overtook the conspirators and in 1198 he was crowned tsar.

With a firm hand, he suppressed boyar rebellions and established the
royal power. With many successful battles and international treaties, Kaloyan
won international recognition of the restored Bulgarian state and united
under his sceptre the lands inhabited by Bulgarians. His foreign policy made
him the most successful Bulgarian ruler in the Middle Ages, while his actions
characterised him as a strong person, an excellent military leader and an
exceptional diplomat and statesman. He strengthened Bulgaria’s borders and
made it a great power in the European East. In 1204, after protracted
negotiations, Kaloyan concluded an alliance with the Pope and was crowned
king. Consequently, the Bulgarian Patriarchy was restored, which gave the
Bulgarian ruler great weight throughout Europe. The defeat of the Crusaders
of the Fourth Crusade at Adrianople (1205) and the capture of the Latin
Emperor Baldwin | of Flanders marked the apogee of his reign.

Though harsh towards enemies, Kaloyan was distinguished by his strong
sense of justice towards his people, and in all his actions he was guided by
State’s interest, not allowing foreign interference in his politics and
governance. Kaloyan remained in history as one of the great rulers and ‘the
diplomat of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom'.



